By MAURICE F. TAUBER
Investigations and Research Projects in the Field of College Libraries 1 W E LIKE to think that research into problems of librarianship is both a scholarly and practical pursuit. By objective analysis of our problems we anticipate the skeletonizing or isolation of principles involved in librarianship and, perhaps, although it does not always happen, we apply the principles immediately to practical situations. About 20 years ago, when the Graduate Library School was just starting, there were some librarians who were skeptical of the value of research, especially the formalized research as carried on in an academic atmosphere. There are still some librarians who see little or no value in research, especially since they have not, as a^pesult of research, been able to reduce library service costs, to increase efficiency, or to raise the reading level of their patrons. The critics have been apprehensive, and with some justification, that students would fail to do more than collect facts. The proponents of systematic research, whether in the library school or in some other academic department, have recognized this danger. They have also insisted that one of the real contributions of library research is to encourage and develop critical thinking about our problems.
Have we been doing this? What are we learning about college library problems? What ways and means are being determined for the improvement of procedures leading to a more effective meeting of the demands upon the college library? It is the purpose of this paper to review what students and others have been doing in the way of studying problems which are of both scholarly and practical concern.
We can arbitrarily divide the research being done on a functional basis, and consider such problems as those related to organization and administration, personnel, finance, etc. Or, we can consider studies from a methodological base, such as historical, experimental, or prog-1 Paper presented at the meeting: of the College Libraries Section, A.C.R.L., Chicago, Jan. 27, 1950.
nostic. For the purposes of this discussion it would seem that the functional approach would be more meaningful. The effort will be made, then, to show what research has been going on in the following areas of librarianship: foundations and historical backgrounds; general administrative problems; public relations and extension service; personnel; finance; relations of faculty and curriculum; selection and acquisition of printed materials; problems of nonprint materials; cataloging and classification; binding and conservation; circulation work, including interlibrary loans; reference and bibliography; instruction in the use of the library; evaluation of collections and services; buildings and equipment; cooperation; and reading problems. Since College and Research Libraries has just celebrated its tenth anniversary, it seems fitting to limit studies to the past 10 years. It was not possible to examine every unpublished study, of course, so that some studies are merely mentioned to indicate the direction of investigation. Many of the published studies have been examined. An effort has been made to include those studies which have made a contribution to our knowledge of college librarianship, but there is no claim that all such studies have been noted. 
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among college catalogers, 31 and faculty rank of college and university librarians. 32 The last mentioned study, by Frank A. Lundy, is a detailed study of present practice in 35 college and university libraries. In addition to presenting new material gathered through correspondence, it is also a summary of a number of studies of personnel made in individual institutions. Undoubtedly, the Bryan study of public librarians (a report of the Public Library Inquiry) will contain suggestions which will be applicable to academic librarians.
Finance
Investigations of problems in financing of the college library have dealt with comparative statistics, 33 administration of book funds, 34 budgets of Negro college libraries, 35 and records. 36 The effort to develop standards of library support, based on certain criteria, continues although libraries are having a more difficult time with appropriating bodies. 37 Several of the university and land-grant college library surveys contain material on financial problems which should be useful to college librarians. On the whole, however, it might be said that research into problems of finance has been relatively meager. Knapp's study 38 for book selection purposes for college libraries. How much college librarians have used these studies-they represent a type of study that requires periodic revision-is a question which needs to be answered by a separate study. Essentially, the methodology is to examine reviews in a group of periodicals in a special subject field and appraise them on the basis of certain criteria of evaluation.
Another approach to book selection has been through analysis of publications. This has been don® by considering book usage, 54 or selecting lists of books on the basis of minimal needs, 55 or for background purposes, 56 or for the requirements of certain college libraries. 57 Again, these studies will have a certain value for the time when they appear. It should be pointed out that these studies, as well as those of book reviewing adequacy, tend to add little in the way of new approaches to studying library problems. They fall within the category of critical bibliography.
In addition to these studies dealing with the selection of books, there has also been some interest in the collecting of such materials as serials in the field of sociology, 58 provide new insights into problems relating to the use of the catalog, though on a university level.
Actually, little study has been made of problems of classification. One student has assembled information about special classifications in college and university libraries. 72 The problem of recataloging and reclassification in college and university libraries was also considered. 73 
Binding and Conservation
Although binding and conservation of materials are becoming more and more serious problems for librarians, the only study prepared during the period is Margaret H. 
Reference and Bibliography
In the area of reference and bibliography, it may be repeated that with a few exceptions practically any study, on any academic level, either print, offset or other photographic reproduction, to provide access to such studies.
Although there have been several studies relating to reference work, 79 the only study directly relating to reference work in the college library is Frances Cheney's "The Reference Function of the Southern College Library" (Peabody, 1949) .
Instruction
in the Use of the Library Allied to reference work is the problem of instruction in the use of the library.
Two studies in this area may be called to your attention. The first is Ann Conway's "Readers' Advisory Work in the Liberal Arts College," 80 and the second, Johanna B. Smith's "Library Instruction in Liberal Arts Colleges." 81 On the basis of articles which have appeared in the literature it would seem that this particular aspect of college library service could be subjected to a thorough examination.
Evaluation of Collections and Services
In a preceding section, attention was given to the appraisal of materials in the selecting process of the library. In addition to the relatively large number of such studies, there have been several investigations of college library holdings which might be noted. These include studies of collections in philosophy, 82 education 83 and sociology, 84 as well as examinations of recent noncurricular books 85 and current publications received by college libraries. 86 Such reports as that by Rugg, 87 "Modern Authors in New England College Libraries," provide helpful information to librarians without necessarily involving evaluation.
The 91 Earlier, Andrews, considered trends in college library buildings, 92 and Buchanan studied library buildings of teachers colleges. 93 The Chicago Institute of 1947 contained a number of papers which have application to college libraries as well as to other types of libraries. 94 This is also true of the recent book by Burchard and others. 95 Undoubtedly, we have not reached the end of studies of buildings.
Few studies of equipment have appeared. The use of photographic and other equipment in circulation work has resulted in a number of articles in journals. At the present time, a study by Blasingame on the use of I.B.M. equipment in libraries is under way, 96 while McGaw is investigating the use and applica-tion of marginal punched cards in college and university libraries. 97 
Cooperation
Aspects of cooperation are included in specialization in acquisitions programs, in contributions to union catalogs and bibliographic centers, in interlibrary lending, and regional coordination.
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College and Research
Libraries has during the past 10 years published articles in all of these areas.
While they have not been exhaustive, they have added to our knowledge of the various activities and opportunities in cooperation. College libraries in the New York metropolitan area have been participating in discussions on cooperation held during the past three years.
Reading Problems
Under the rubric of reading problems may be listed studies relating to both reading and other use of the library.
Among recent studies are those which involve students as a group, 99 freshmen, 100 women students, 101 alumna?, 102 and faculty members. 103 The use of reading material as a factor in attitudes of college students concerning social problems was also investigated. 104 Primarily, the methodology of the reading studies is the analysis of circulation records or the manipulation of data obtained through questionnaire and interview.
Summary
This review of studies of the last 10 years is concerned with more than 100 studies which have been made of problems concerning the liberal arts college library. Another 50 or so studies could be added if the teachers college libraries, junior college libraries, and university libraries were included. These figures exclude the numerous bibliographical studies of a descriptive and enumerative type.
Historical studies, and investigations of problems of personnel, collections and use predominate.
One final word on methodology is pertinent. Many of the studies have been carried on through the device of obtaining data by questionnaires. Many college and other librarians are annoyed by the never-ending questionnaires and checklists which come to them from students working on theses and dissertations. Librarians interested in substantial answers to questions disturbing them also need to use the questionnaire to obtain information. Correctly used, however, the questionnaire is an appropriate instrument for gathering data.
On the basis of queries which have been noted, there seem to be some librarians who apparently have not taken full advantage of many of the studies made. The need for dissemination of findings of studies of general interest has been emphasized by the Committee 
